
 
 

     Jan 20, 2022 

 

Our Dear Partners in the work of the Gospel,  

 

All joy and grace to you through our Lord Jesus! What a 

wonderful gift from Him that we are here in the year 2022 

serving Him together! 

 

Here in Perth, we continue to count down the days until we 

return to Mindanao hopefully on April 11th, all the while 

treasuring all the remaining days, hours and moments we have 

left with our beloved son, his beautiful girlfriend and all our 

extended family. 

 

But meanwhile back in Mindanao, our Lord continues His 

amazing work and the following is a story that is really quite 

breathtaking.  

 

Get ready for a few pages of pictures (taken with Sarah 

Duwang’s phone) which will tell the story more vividly and with 

greater emotion than just words could. 

 

So the story beings early on Jan 17th when the Ladies’ ministry 

teams from the Cauyunan and Tumpagon churches set out on a 

2-3 hour hike to minister to their sisters at the Caribao church. 

Each of them carried food to cook when they arrived, utensils, a 

change of clothes (they would get wet during the many river 

crossings and they were staying overnight) and their bibles. 

 

 

 

 
They arrived - much to the joy of the ladies from the Caribao church!! 



 
 

 

The rain didn’t stop them from 

cooking a beautiful fellowship meal 

at the church the following morning 

(Jan 18th), in an ingenious outdoor 

kitchen set up at outside the church 

using a tarp and some poles cut out 

of the bush. 

 

Mylen from the Tumpagon church 

was head chef!  

 

The impromptu kitchen had 

beautiful views of the valley and 

surrounding bush. 

 

Water was carried from the spring in 

buckets and containers. 

 

A slab of wood worked well as a 

kitchen bench to do the washing up 

on. 

 

The plants lining the church yard in 

Caribao show the love and care that 

the ladies there have for their 

church building. 

 

The windows of the church were 

framed with fresh, pretty curtains, 

along with the front wall behind the 

pulpit inside. Everything was so well 

looked after and clean, evidence of a 

small flock of Jesus’ followers who 

love Him, who serve Him and who 

take great joy in the fellowship and 

love they share as a community of 

believers. 

 

The Ladies’ Ministry teams visiting 

from the Cauyunan and Tumpagon 

churches had a wonderful Women’s 

Fellowship day with their sisters at 

the Caribao church, sharing a meal, 

sharing from the Word, praising God 

together and sharing testimonies. 

 



 
 

    

Not only did they have the Ladies’ Fellowship day at the church, but they also did visitation while they 

were there. 

 

 
 

They worshipped the Lord together with songs of praise. 

They cried with those who were sad. 

They ministered to those who were sick. 

They contributed to the needs of God’s people. 

They shared what they had. 

They carried each other’s burdens. 

They didn’t withhold good. 

They gave generously. 

They prayed for one another……… 

 

 

 



 
 

 
This picture perhaps moves me the most. I can feel the tears of this dear sister in Caribao, the joy she 

would have felt to know that she has a big, big eternal family, and her gratefulness to these sisters from 

Cauyunan and Tumpagon who were willing to endure hardship and walk so far so that they could visit 

her, listen to her, cry with her, encourage her, read the Word with her and pray with her. 

 

  
 Each of us are equally valuable to our Heavenly Father and so loved. Each of us are wanted and needed 

and fit into our special part of the Body. And when each part is working properly, this makes the body 

grow so that it builds itself up in love. This is what is breathtaking about this story……that Christ’s Body 

here in our little part of Mindanao is building itself up in love and it is so amazing to see!!! THANK YOU 

LORD JESUS!!!!! 

 

The Ladies’ Ministry teams from the Cauyunan and Tumpagon churches arrived back home late on the 

18th, crossing the last river crossing just as it was getting dark. To these sisters we say: “God will not 

forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you have helped His people and continue to help 

them.” (Heb 6:10) 

 

Hope you loved this account…… Paul and Deb   


